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Six Hurt 
When Roof 
Collapses 


Tons Of Bricks, Debris 


Fall On Watervliet 


Bar Patrons 


HY DAVID ANDREWS 


Slaff Writer 


WATERVLIET — Six persons escaped 
with injuries 


yesterday when the roof of the 7'1-year-old American Legion 
building here collapsed, sending tons of bricks and debris 
thundering through the roof and ceiling of the neighboring 
Elite Bar. 


Watervliet Police Chief Bart Rose said an accumulation of 


snow, ice and water on the roof apparently caused Ihe collapse, 
pushing over onto (he bar part of the second story level of the 
building's south wall. 


"I heard a big, loud rumble out there." said Dr. A.J. 


Dalgleish, whose office is just across Die street. "At first I 
thought, it was an explosion. Then I looked out the window and 
just saw a lot of dust from the old, dry bricks." 


Watervliet police said there was no evidence of nn explosion 


or fire. 


The avalanche of bricks crashed into the barroom at 366 


North Alain street and also demolished or damaged five 
More Photographs 


On Page Seven 


vehicles parked near the buildings. Minor damage also oc- 
curred to two businesses located on the first floor of the Legion 
building. 


All of tlie persons injured were in the Elite Bar, some of them 


trapped for a short period of time until helped out of the 
building by citizens, police and firemen who rushed to the 
scene. 


Three remained hospitalized this morning. 
They were identified as Don Mentschel, 42, of 563 Maple 


street^ Watervliet, and Stanley Brown, 50, of 575 Riverside 
drive, Watervliet, both listed in fairly good condition this 
morning at Watervliet Community hospital, and Clarence 
Sands, 48, of 178 Morrison drive, Coloma, who was reported in 
fail-condition with a back injury at Mercy hospital. 


Treated at Watervliet hospital and released were John L, 


Thomas, 23, P.O. Box S3, East Baldwin avenue, Walcrvliet; 
Carl Neilson, 78, of 179 Morrison street, Coloma, and Mrs. Leo 
(Jane) McNess, 53, of 231 North St. Joseph street, Watervliet. 


Two youngsters in a car parked in an alley behind the tavern 


were uninjured although the car was damaged by falling 
debris. Police said a babysitter with the youngsters had just 
gone into the doctor's office. 


Two men had just left another of the vehicles to go eat in a 


nearby restaurant. The van-type truck was crushed. 


The youngsters were identified as Theresa Allen, 3, and 


Henry Allen, 2, children of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Allen, South 
Haven. The babysitter was identified as Francine Davis, 19, 
also of South Haven. 


DarrellMuelhauserof Bcrrien Springs and Pete Garland of 


St. Joseph,had just leftlhe van. The van was parked in front of 
the tavern. 


Mrs. McNoss was bartending, standing near the sink behind 


the bar, when the roof crashed, police said. The other five men 
were seated on stools at the bar along Hie north side of (he 
tavern. 


Watervliet firemen, who were summoned to assist in rescue 


efforts and also because of the possibility of fire, suggested 
.that the fact they were on the north side of the barroom may 
havesaved their lives. Main thrust of the crashing bricks and 
debris, firemen said, was on the south side of the bar across 
the room where there were booths. 


Bill Perkins, Walervliet postal clerk in the office im- 


mediately across the street, said that when he looked up after 
hearing tho noise "the whole wall of the tavern was coming 
out." 


Carl (Mickey) Hingst, 55, of 301 Timber drive, owner of the 


business, arrived about 15 minutes after the destruction. 
Besides Mrs. McNess, two of Ihe injured men were employed 
at the bar but off duty at the time — Sands as the night bar- 
tender and Neilson as a part-time bartender. 


Hingst said he estimated he lost about $1,500 in inventory, 


but had not made a total estimate of damage. Hose said the 


(See back page, sec. 1, col. 1) 


NKAK CATASTROPHE: This newspaper's aerial 
photographer Adolph Harm. got this view of near 
catastrophe yesterday in Watervliet after being alerted 
that rescue euipment was enroute. Hann got pilot Carl 


Ker.selter of Alpha Aviation to get him over Water- 
vliet's Main street within an hour. Roof of the two-story 
building at left center collapsed, taking part of wall into 
tavern next door. Six persons inside bar escaped with 


VAN DEMOLISHED: A van owned by Pleasure Pools of St. Joseph caught Die lull force of falling bricks. 


$240,000 Income 'Unreported' 


IRS Accuses Niles Pharmacist 


injuries. Three were hospitalized. Two youngsters in 
car in alley behind bar were uninjured. Power shovel 
and front end loader are shown removing rubble after 
authorities were sure no one else was in bar. 
Glass Of 
Beer Packed 
Big Wallop 


Watervliet Survivor Tells 


Personal Experience 


BY DAVID ANDREW'S 


Staff Writer 


WATERVLIET — "I was just sitting at the bar having a beer 


when I heard a noise. 


"It sounded like snow falling off (he roof onto a car outside." 


Then all of a sudden the roof fell in." 


Blackened and bruised and wearing only a T-shirt and 


slacks, John Thomas, 23-year-old employe of Modern Plastics 
of Coloma, stood amid the rubble of what had been the Elite 
Bar, Mfi Main street, Walervliet. 


The "snow" lie had Ihought lie heard falling was bricks. . 


And not only did they land on the cars outside, but also on the 
roof of Ihe lavcrn. 


Thomas, of Kast Baldwin street, Watervliet, found himself 


crawl ing on the floor inside Ihe tavern trying to help five other 
persons who weren the bar when the roof came down on them. 
When he was sure all of them were out, he reentercd the bar 
and emerged a lew seconds later vi'ilh a glass of beer. 


UScr back page, ser. 1, col. 7) 
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A Niles pharmacist was among eight persons indicted 


Tuesday by a federal grand jury in Detroit on charges of 


Asylum Death IiKfitest Ashed 


KALAMAZOO, Mich. (AP) — 


Kalamazoo County Prosecutor 
Donald Burge called Monday 
for an inquest Into last month's 
death of James Perry, 29, a 
patient at Kalamazoo Slate 
Hospital. 


Perry died when an at- 


tendant applied a so-called 
"sleeper" hold to subdue him, 
said police who added thceir 
investigation is over. 


No one was charged in the in- 


cident. 


violating federal inome tax laws, the Associated Press 
reported. 


Named in a three-count indictment was Harold 
¥. 


Patrowsky, owner of Pal's Eastgate Pharmacy, 1951 Oak 
street, Niles. 


Palrowsky, GO, is charged with failing lo report gross in- 


comes totaling $240,725.90 from 1966 through 1»BB. 


The indictment lists tho alleged incomes by years as 


$78,048.84 in Iflfifi; $76,507.44 in 1967; $86,169.62 in 1969. 


Also indicted on a charge of violating income tax laws was 


the Rev. Eugene Slep, 69, of Grand Rapids. He was identified 
as the pastor o£ Immanuel Presbyterian church in Grand 


Kapids, according to the AP. 


Other indictments were returned against three former of- 


ficials oF Delroit Diamond Screw Products Co. of Wyandotle. 
Charged with understating their incomes and paying too little 
taxes are Walter IX Jensen of (Irosse Poinlc Park, Ihe firm's 
former general manager; David H. Woodward of Allen Park, 
former sales manager; and Andrew Peru of Dearborn, former 
sales representative. 


Three Detroilers also were indicted: Charles J. Casango, 


former operator of Charley's Parly store; Oscar D. Walton, 
part owner of A&W Laundromats; anil David P. Dixon, an 
engineer. 
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Maybe They Have A Cure 


It's Broadcasters Vs. 
The White House Again 


EversinceSpiro Agnew in pep talking a 


1071 GOP fund raising dinner belted tho 
major networks for slanting their news 
output against his parly, the broadcasting 
industry, particularly its TV segment, has 
approached the 'White House with the 
wariness of a fox raising a scent on the 
henhouse. 


This caution melted somewhat during 


the following campaign. 


Agnew softened the edge in his speeches 


The networks confined themselves pretty 
much to a mere recording of what the two 
major 
candidates were doing and 


refrained from speculating on what effect 
their words and actions might exert at the 
pulls. 


Ironically this apparent truce received 


something of a boost from Nixon's op- 
position. The Me Govern people had a 
distressing habit in calling llth hour press 
conferences and of re-arranging prior 
commitments. This is burdensome to the 
TV people in shifting bulky equipment, 
finding new power sources and settling 
the other preliminaries 
for 
their 


coverage. 


The reparation evidently was more 


fanciful than real. Shortly following the 
election the word leaked out that the 
Nixon people had compiled a rating on the 
networks. ABC drew the most praise for 
its coverage; NBC held a sort of middle 
ground position; and bottoming out was 
CBS, the organization which Agnew had 
foremost in mind during his first sally. 


This week Clay Whitehead who runs the 


White 
House 
Office 
of 
Telecom- 


munications (DTP), dropped the latest of 
the hot potatoes in the controversy. 


For a long time the broadcasting in- 


dustry, radio and TV alike, has sought 
three changes in the law and the FCC 
regulations under which it must operate. 


It wants an extension of the licensing 


period from three to five years and an end 
to the harassment of competing ap- 
plications from special interest groups 
when renewal time rolls around. 


Repeal of the fairness doctrine is 


another goal. This is an FCC regulation 
which requires a broadcaster to give 
equal time to all sides of controversial 
issues, with the emphasis being placed on 
elections. The burden on the broadcaster 
and the boredom inflicted upon the viewer 
is best evidenced by the latest election. 
There were, according to FCC standards, 
26 accredited candidates for President 
last fall. Giving all of them free ad- 
vertising would have darkened the TV 
sets and silenced the radios for months. 


The third objective is repealing a long 


standing FCC rule on program content. It 


is a quota system under which broad- 
casters have to allot so much time to 
farmers, minorities, labor, religious 
groups, ethnic blocs, education, etc., 
depending on the percentage these in- 
terests have in a station's broadcasting 
range. The FCC labels the quota as a 
response to community needs. 


Actually it is inverse censorship, 


something the basic law specifically 
forbids, but woe betide any broadcaster 
filing his renewal application if somebody 
claims his programming content does not 
match the community mix. 


Whitehead, in effect, said to the in- 


dustry two days ago, "Fine. We'll give 
you your three points, but you concede a 
return courtesy. From now on each 
station will be responsible for a balance 
in the news and programming it receives 
from the networks." 


His office, he added, has drafted such a 


bill to hand to Congress in the next 
session. 


The reaction, as might be expected, is 


mixed and most evocative. 


The managers at Detroit's three TV 


outlets, said they see nothing new in the 
Whitehead proposal, that they have 
always felt they were responsible for 
feeds coming 
from their network 


headquarters. 


Many broadcasting journalists call the 


plan a backhanded method of the Ad- 
ministration 
seeking 
a 
friendlier 


coverage. 


The argument is bound to receive 


greater resonance when the bill goes to a 
Congress controlled by Nixon's op- 
position. 


Whether the anti-Whitehead reaction 


would vary if a different President oc- 
cupied the White House has to remain an 
academic question for some time to come. 


His plan does 'bring into the open a 


question which has been bothering the 
industry for some time. This is the matter 
of who is running the show at the network 
headquarters and in many stations. Is it 
the newscasters, or the owners, or is each 
doing his own thing? 


Until the bill's full text is available for 


examination, rushing to judgment on 
Whitehead's speech to a Sigma Delta Chi, 
the journalist 
fraternity, chapter 
is 


premature. 


Our immediate thought is that for the 


first 
time since 
the Federal 
Com- 


munication Act was passed in 1934 the 
industry has a chance to rid itself of the 
muddy rigidity and flip flop rule making 
which the FCC has imposed upon the 
trade. 


Tanaka Undeterred 


Japanese Prime Minister Tanaka, 


undeterred by national elections which 
gave his Liberal Democrats a reduced 
majority in Parliament, has announced 
he intends to go ahead with two plans 
which have come under political attack. 


One is 
to 
redistribute Japan's 


'population, largely concentrated in 
coastal cities. The main incentive will be 
to encourage through as yet unspecified 
means the relocation of industries in 
inland areas. 


This plan was condemned during the 


campaign by the Socialist and Communist 
parties, both of which gained seats in 
Parliament. The Tanaka government can 
expect heavy flak among opposition 
lawmakers when it offers specific plans to 
implement the proposal. 


The second objective outlined as one of 


high priority in post-election speeches is 
to shave the strong trade surplus Japan 
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especially the U .S. Heavy opposition from 
trade and industrial groups can be ex- 
pected to this one. 


Fora man who did not do nearly as well 


in a public plebiscite as he had expected to 
do, the prime minister is demonstrating a 
bulldog tenacity to maintain a steady 
course. 
Soviet 
Awards 


One would almost suspect the Kremlin 


has hired an American corporate official 
to conduct its latest campaign to expand 
farm output. The commissars are offering 
thousands of prizes 
ranging 
from 


automobiles to cash awards up to $180,000 
for improved performance. 


Admittedly, Ihese arc drastic measures 


for a society which ridicules the very idea 
of individual incentives to produce. Soviet 
farm output has reached the critical 
stage. Moscow is willing to stoop to almost 
any level, including Western incentives, 
to increase output of scarce commodities. 


Ilrr.sy work, but the plan starts off with 


two strikes against it. The weather has 
been uncooperative in recent years, and 
the collective farm is stubbornly retained 
as the method of organization. 


Farmers by nature are an independent, 


people. Trying to organize them like 
workers on an assembly line just doesn't 
work. 


Maybe after Moscow masters the value 


of incentives it will learn something about 
the organization of labor. 


Peril Lies Ahead 


For Agneiv Bid 


GLANCING BACKWARDS 


MANAGER 


NAMED 


— I Year Ago — 


Manager of the new Scottdale 


branch of the Peoples State 
Bank of St. Joseph will be 
Frederick 
Schalon, 
bank 


president John S. Stubblefield 
announced today. The Scott- 
dale branch located on Miners 
road just off M-139 is scheduled 
to open next month. 


Schalon, who joined Peoples 


State bank in February, 1954, 
was 
appointed 
assistant 


cashier in January, 1966. 
Before his latest promotion to 
manager 
of the 
Scottdale 


branch, he was office manager 
of 
the 
installment 
loan 


department. 


VICTORY 
FORMULA 


— 10 Years Ago — 


The St. Joseph Bears proved 


again a basketball formula that 
the team that takes the most 
shots, has the better shooting 
percentage, 
intercepts 
the 


most passes, grabs off the most 
rebounds and sinks the most 
free throws will win. 


Coach Ray Haack's crew 


delighted most of the crowd of 
2,000 in the senior high school 
gymnasium last night by 
punishing 
the 
winless 


Lakeshorc Lancers, 82-42. 
Gamewise the annual battle 


EDITOR'S 
MAILBAG 


'SMITTY' DESERVED 


MORE PRAISE 


Editor, 


This letter deals with an 


article that appeared in your 
paper about a week ago con- 
cerning Ihe retirement party 
given at Benton Harbor city 
hall for two longtime city 
employes Dorothy Gridley, 
head of personnel, and C. C. 
Smith, superintendent of public 
works. Keep in mind, we do not 
attempt to take anything away 
from Miss Gridley. She was a 
faithful, conscientious city 
employe for 40 years and we 
are sure it will be very difficult 
to replace her. She started at 
the bottom and went to the top, 
serving the City well in every 
capacity. 


Our reason for this letter is 


that we thought our boss 
"Smitty" didn't receive the 
recognition that he deserved. 
This man was a dedicated 
employe of the City of Benton 
Harbor for 42 years. He spent 
countless hours (on salary) 
nights, days, weekends or 
holidays supervising snow 
removal, street cave-ins, sewer 
trouble, electrical troubles, etc. 
He was a familiar figure 
around town in his orange 
pickup truck, and we, as a 
group of old-lime city em- 
ployes, thought he deserved a 
litlle more credit than your 
paper bestowed upon him. 


Public Works Employes 
('ily of Benton Harbor 


I'NIONWIU, 


CONTINUE FIGHT 


Editor, 


Since defeat of Ihe veterans 


bonus 
and 
educational 


assislance Proposal E on 
November 7, letters appearing 
in 
several 
newspapers 


throughout the stale have in- 
dicated that major groups in 
the slate 
lei the Vielnam 


servicemen down 
by 
not 


supporting the proposal. 


This was not the case with the 


Michigan Slate AFL-CIO which 
was an early supporter of the 
proposal when it was proposed 
in the State legislature and 
actively campaigned for its 
passage on November 7. 


The Michigan State AFL-CIO 


believes that the bonus and 
educational 
assistance 


provided in Proposal E was the 
least Ihe State could do for 
those who gave up the pursuit 


of job opportunities and were 
separated from their families 
in order to serve their country 
during the Vietnam war. 


Proposal E would have ex- 


tended Ihe Vietnam Veterans 
the same recognition given to 
veterans of other conflicts. 


Even though Proposal E was 


defeated, the Michigan State 
AFL-CIO will continue to fight 
for 
an 
equitable 
bonus 


educational assistance grant to 
the Vietnam war veterans until 
that goal is reached. 
Michigan State AFL-CIO 
William C. Marshall, President 
1(134 North Washington Avenue 
Lansing. 


LETTER TO 


PRESIDENT NIXON 


Editor, 


As a volunteer member of 


VIVA 
(Voices 
In 
Vital 


America) organization, I would 
like to suggest to all those 
concerned that a nation-wide 
campaign is being initiated to 
fully inform President Nixon 
by a letter similar to the one 
printed below. Our letters do 
make a difference, as proven in 


(Seepage'15, column 1) 


City Okays 
Public Petty 
Cash Box 


LAWKENCEBUKG, 
Ind. 


(AP) 
An anonymous 


resident plans to fund a public 
petty cash box in Ihe city's 
Newlown Park. 


The city council has ap- 


proved placing the box, called 
the "Faith in Mankind Money 
Box," in Ihe park. 


The resident, who said he 


wanted to do "something ex- 
tra" for the community, will 
give $2,000 to newspaper pub- 
lisher Gene McCann for deposit 
in a bank account. McCann will 
withdraw $10 from the account 
each day and place it in the 
box. 


Anyone who needs money 


can take it wilh no strings 
attached, and, hopefully, repay 
it later. 


The anonymous donor will 


reevaluate the project in six 
months, McCann told the coun- 
cil. 


between the two neighboring 
rivals was a lot belter than the 
score would indicate. 


5TH ARMY 


NEAR CASSINO 
—2'J Years Ago— 


Lt. Gen. Mark W. Clark's 


Fifth army, which captured the 
heavily fortified village of San 
Pielro after three days of 
furious fighting, has ham- 
mered out new gains toward 
San 
Vittore, 
next 
strong 


defense on the road to Cassino, 
and in the mountains to the 
northeast has registered gains 
up to 
two 
miles, 
allied 


headquarters 
announced 


today. 


Gen. Sir Bernard L. Mon- 


tgomery's 
Eighth 
army, 


supported by tanks, overran an 
cneny position in Ihe sector 
along the Adriatic coast, in- 
flicting severe losses, while 
advancing about a mile further 
inland and capturing the 
village of Consalvi, six miles 
from Orsogna. 


GOES SOUTH 


— II!) Years Ago—- 


Mrs. Alice Dunbar has left 


for Troy, Ala., to spend the 
winter with her son, E. F. 
Dunbar, and 
her daughter, 


Miss Roxy Dunbar. 


CLOSE AIKUOMK 
— 4)1 Years Ago — 


The Airdome, for Ihe past 


three seasons 
a 
popular 


amusement place during the 
summer, is being dismantled 
and the corner property is 
being cleared by the owner, 
Frank P. Graves. 


FIRST PRIZE 


— »fl Years Ago— 


Lester Farnum of this city 


won first prize at (he Chicago 
poullry show wilh his 
Buff 


Leghorns. 


ONE POSSIBILITY 


— SI Year Ago — 


The establishment of a new 


daily under 
the 
financial 


backing 
of 
the 
local 


Democratic statesmen is said 
to be one of the possibilities of 
the near future. 


PHOENIX (NBA) — Vice 


President Agnew's new life as 
an assured second-termer with 
presumed 1976 presidential 
ambitions is full of peril points, 
and his brief stay this time with 
the assembled Republican 
governors provides an early 
example. 


He would have had more 


exposure than he wanted had 
he done bis usual thing and 
hung around to listen 
at- 


tentively to panel discussions, 
bold a press conference, and 
maybe a background session. 


• He gave it the fast brush 
because he would have been 
deluged with questions about 
197G, and about certain mailers 
like the Vietnam peace talks 
and President Nixon's Cabinet 
make-over events in a shifting 
stale, moving quickly and in 
ways he may not be totally 
abreast of at a given hour. 


Probably he'll have to be 


acting with this kind of low- 
profile caution for some time to 
come. Ullimalely, he will have 
to 
exhibit 
moderate 
in- 


dependence, but the lime is not 
yel. This is the moment to be 
playing the Nixon loyalty game 
to (he hilt. 


That doesn't mean Agnew 


can't start building toward 
1976. In the view of one veteran 
of Republican campaigning, 
the vice-president is in fact fat- 
behind in Ihe personal business 
of contact-building wilh party 
leaders. The evidence is that 
not until this year did he begin 
thinking 
seriously 
of 
a 


presidential bid. By contrast, 
Mr. Nixon was constructing a 
card file of useful party friends 


his 
two-term 
early 
in 


presidency. 


This same campaign veteran 


points out that Agnew has to be 
on guard against Ihe prospect 
that, 
among 
his 
already 


existing partisans, some will be 
trying to push him too far to the 
right. His need is jusl the op- 
posile, to persuade the wide 
middle of the GOP, 
and 


possibly even some liberals, 
that he is acceptable. 


"Acceptable" 
m e a n s 


somehow 
displaying com- 


petence and interest across a 
broadening range of issues, as I. 
have noted in other reports. It 
also means convincing even 
some of his conservative; 
supporters Dial he really can 
win in 1976. With Sen. Edward 
Kennedy seen as the ovc'r- 
whelming Democratic choice 
next time out, persuasion may 
not come easily. 


On the other hand, Kennedy 


may 
serve 
as 
a 
great 


Republican unifier. Feeling 
persists in Ihe GOP leadership 
that, whelher or not the young 
senator has by 1976 shaken off 
the 
handicap 
of 
Chap- 


paquiddick, he will prove 
difficult to sell in the South. 


Tantalized by the chance to 


repeat in the next election the 
Nixon sweep of the South this 
year, Republicans will see a 
solid electoral vole looming 
there as ^a base, and will be in 
no mood to blow it by getting 
into a liberal-conservative dog 
fight. 


If Angew makes the overdue 


contacts, broadens his base, 
keeps out of Ihe clulches of Ihe 
extremists, he will have heavy 
advantage. 


-, >t<^ 
\" v... i'iM" 
w>i 


Kennedy Political 


Instinct Is Good 


WASHINGTON (KFS) — 


Sen. 
Edward 
Kennedy 


displayed good political in- 
stincts when lie extended the 
olive branch to President Nixon 
last week. 


Kennedy lavishly praised the 


President and predicted that 
Congress would show good will 
toward him in the new session. 


Kennedy's conciliatory 


gesture 
was 
a 
touch 


hypocritical, considering all 
the nasty things he said about 
Richard Nixon during the 
campaign, But it also reflected 
a practical desire to retreat 
from partisan name-calling 
and combat for at least a 
honeymoon period. 


Nixon, after all, begins his 


second term with Ihe support of 
one 
out 
of 
every 
three 


Democrats. If Kennedy intends 
to win those Democrats back to 
the party fold in four years, he 
cannot begin picking on their 
choice without first giving him 
a fair chance to show his stuff. 


Kennedy is not going to be 


running against Nixon in 1976 
anyway; it will be some other 
Republican. So Kennedy can 
afford 
to be magnanimous 


about Nixon's willingness to 
bring fresh faces into his ad- 


f£- l»2 br NIA, I 


"/ BEG your pardon! I am a fat lady wi'fh a thin 


face—NOT a shoplifter!" 


ministration and search out 
new directions for old 
ap- 


proaches in domestic and 
foreign policy. 


Kennedy's advisers have 


urged him to maintain a 
relatively 
low' and 
non- 


aggressive profile for the next 
two years. II will not be easy, 
because he is the runaway 
favorite 
for 
the 
197(5 


Democratic 
Presidential 


nomination, and every time he 
opens his mouth he gels public 
attention. 


But four years is loo long In 


sustain a full-scale Presidential 
efforl. The chances of mistake 
are high, and the inevitable 
retaliatory pot-shots from the 
While House would certainly 
not be helpful. 


Wilh Ihis in mind, Kennedy 


seems lo be backing away from 
a Congressional probe into (he 
charges of political espionage 
linked to the White House thai 
grow otil of (he Watergate 
bugging case. 
If he goes 


through with it, he will be 
placed immediately in the 
undersirable role of chief 
Democratic halchet man. (He 
also could leave himself open to 
charges of jeopardizing the 
court trial of the Watergate 
defendants, 
which 
begins 


January 8.) 


Kennedy's kind remarks 


about Nixon had been planned 
well 
in advance and 
were 


delivered 
al 
(he 
firsl 


appropriate forum available to 
him after the election. He chose 
a 
dinner 
honoring 
Ihe 


prominent 
Los Angeles a 


lorney Eugene Wyman, which 
was heavily attended by for- 
mer Humphrey supporters and 
anti-McGovern Democrats who 
are just (he type of people who 
must be lured back into [he 
party in 1976. 


Kennedy's attitude was well 


received. He has in recent 
years laken some rather ad- 
vanced political positions nol 
loo 
far 
from 
(hose 
that 


McGovern 
unsuccessfully 


championed. He campaigned 
enthusiastically for McGovern 
this fall. He hns, in fact, flirted 
wilh (he New Lefl sufficienlly 
to become fainlly controversial 
wilh moderate Democrats. 


But his remarks were taken 


as a sign he is preparing to drifl 
back toward the philosophical 
middle, which as Ihe McGovern 
disaster demonstrated is where 
Ihe voles are. 
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Benton Board 
Picks Planners, 
Okays Land Gift 


Three new members were 


appointed 
lo 
Ihc 
Hcnlon 


township planning commission 
lasl night by the township's 
trustees; seven other persons 
were reappointed to trustees, 


and township posts governing 
bodies within Ihe township. 


Trustees also accepted three 


lots in the Orchard Hill sub- 
division as a gift from Merle P. 
Durrcn for use as a small 


EFFORTS EARN REWARD: Accepting an award for 
Uoy Shoemaker, 1972 Twin Cities United Fund chair- 
man, is Franklin J. Jackson (left), who receives plaque 
from 
Kenneth Boekeloo, Michigan United 
Fund 


president. Shoemaker was among 133 UF campaign 
chairmen from throughout the state lo be honored at 
recent program at Michigan Slate university Kellogg 
center, East Lansing. Jackson was chairman of the 1972 
Twin Cities United Community Fund Pace Setter 
program or advance gifts campaign. 
SJ Township 
Asks More Time 
To Build Ramp 


St. Joseph township has 


applied to the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers for extension of 
lime on a permit for con- 
struction of a CO by 48-foot boat 
launching ramp in the St. 
Joseph river at Carronde park. 


Assessor 
Help To Veis, 
Senior Citizens 


Stcvensville Assessor Arnold 


Halter said he would be 
available from 1-5 p.m. each 
Friday during January (o help 
senior citizens and veterans 
with properly lax exemption 
forms. Ratler said he would tic 
in the Lincoln township hall, in 
Stevcnsville, to provide the 
service. 


The township filed plans for 


the ramp in i960, bul it has not 
been built because slale funds 
were authorized only 
last 


month. Construction is ex- 
pected in Ihe spring. The boat 
launching facility is slated to 
cost $25,000 with the state 
providing $22,500 and 
the 


township the balance. 


The park is located on the 


Fairplain side of the St. Joseph 
river off Jakway. Any person 
with objections to (he ramp 
should file notice with Col. 
Myron D. Snoke, District 
Engineer, P.O 
Box 
1027, 


Detroit Mi 48231, by Jan. 15. 


Determination if the town- 


ship will get an extension of 
lime on the permil will be 
based on an evaluation of Iho 
effect 
of the structure on 


navigation, conservation and 
the public inlercsl. 


playground lor subdivision 
children. 


The subdivision is located at 


Kuclid avenue and Territorial 
road. 


New members appointed to 


(he planning commission were 
Frank Graziano, of 205 East 
iNapier 
avenue; 
George 


Culverhouse, of 1032 Indiana 
avenue; and George Komeo, 
575 Ridgeway, 
a 
former 


township trustee. 


Graziano was appointed to a 


three year lerm expiring Aug. 
5. 1975. The position he fills on 
Ihc commission was vacated by 
Kev. Daniel K. Cook. Hev. Cook 
was reappointed lo till the 
unexpired term of Matthew 
Saretsky, who is ill and can'I 
attend meetings. Kev. Cook's 
lerm expires Nov. 17, 1973. 


Culverhouse 
will 
fill 
a 


vacancy created by Ed Ilichey 
in September, 1971. His new 
lerm will expire Sept. 2, 1974. 


Komeo 
will 
fill 
Robert 


Mattner's spot on Ihe com- 
mission. Mattner is moving lo 
Nilcs lo take a 
new 
job. 


Homeo's term lasts until Dec. 
17. .137-1. 


bi addition lo Kev. Cook, Dr. 


Charles Duncan was reap- 
pointed lasl night lo a Ihree- 
year lerm. His current term 
ended in October; his new one 
will extend to Ocl. 21, 1975. 


Hcappointed to two-year 


terms on (he Board of Review 
were Joseph Poslelli, William 
Simaz and Donald Kalina. 
Their Icrms end Dec. 31, 1974. 


Lottie Rudley and Douglas 


Lacey were reappointed 
lo 


two-year terms, expiring May 
18, 1374, on (he township's 
housing commission. 


Trustees unanimously ac- 


cepted lots 50, 57 and f>8 of 
the 


Orchard Hill subdivision last 
night on a recommendation 
from the township's Park 


- c o m m i t t e e . 
T o w n s h i p 


Supervisor Martin Lane was 
authorized by truslees to write 
a letter on behalf of the board 
thanking Durrcn for his gift. 


In other action, trustees: 
—Decided to advertise for 


bids for three police cars to 
replace Ihe oldcsl cars in the 
township's six-car fleet. 


—Decided lo seek bids on 


three rcsuscilalors for use in 
police cars as temporary 


\KW \vsji\i HEADQUARTERS: Radio station WSJM, St. Joseph, 
today announced plans for this new building to house its studios and 
offices on Terminal island where the station's transmitter is prescnllv 


located for AM and FM broadcasting. The St. Joseph city commission- 
has approved changing the name of the island to Radio island 


WSJM Unveils Plans For 


New Headquarters In SJ 


JOSKi'll 1>. iHACKI.N 


WSJM President 


emergency 
aid 
until 
better 


equipped help arrives. 


—Received notice from Lane 


that the township has received 
its federal revenue sharing 
allotment of SG2.428. Hesaid the 
money lias been deposited in a 
bank for 30 days until a decision 
is reached on how to apportion 
the funds. 


—Approved a 
S500 con- 


tribution to Blossomtirne. Inc., 
and a S250 contribution lo the 
Twin Cities Safety Council. 


—Authorized expenditure of 


whatever expenses necessary 
lo send board members, and 
the township attorney, to a 
three-day Michigan Township 
Association annual convention 
in Grand Kapids in mid- 
January. 


J\'ixon lt(ts Checkup 


WASHINGTON 
(AP) 
— 


President Nixon went to the 
Naval Hospital in suburban 
Hethesda, Md., today for what 
was termed a routine physical 
examination. 


BH Teen Admits 
Guilt In Robbery 


A 15-year-old licnton Harbor 


boy pleaded guilty to an assault 
with intent to commit armed 
robbery 
charge Tuesday in 


licrricn circuit court. 


Elvis Cooper, of 54G Pavone, 


made the plea before Judge 
Chcsler J. Byrns and was 
remanded to jail to await 
'sentence of up lo life. 


He slood mule earlier to (he 


principal charge, using a 
sawed-off 12-gaugc sholgun to 


rob $770 from night manager 
Hugh Hcgland at Dog N Suds 
restaurant, 310 West Empire, 
St. Joseph township, on Sept. 
18. 


Hegland was beaten in the 


incident and hospitalized. 


Cooper, a juvenile, earlier 


was waived from Berrien 
juvenile courl jurisdiclion to 
adult (circuit) courl, according 
to 
Assislant 
Prosecutor 


Edward Skinner. 


Hadio 
station 
WSJM, SI. 


Joseph, today unveiled plans 
for ils new offices and studios 
thai will be built on Terminal 
island. 


The presentation was made 


at Ramada Inn before a 
gathering of Twin City headed 
by Mayors Franklin Smith, St. 
Joseph, and Charles Joseph, 
Benton Harbor. 


The St. Joseph city com- 


mission has approved changing 
the name of Terminal island lo 
Hadio island as a result of Ihc 
station's new location. 


The new facilities will be 


combined with WSJM's present 
transmitter building on a foi/r- 
acre parcel 
on 
(he 
island 


between the main channel of 
the St. Joseph river and the 
Morrison channel. Completion 
is slated early in 1973. 


WSJM's 
sludios 
are 


currently localed at 414 Stale 
street. 


WSJM President Joseph D. 


Mackin said Ihe new building is 
part of the stalion's expansion 
program that began in lURB, 
representing an overall in- 
veslment of $100,000. 


Contractor 
McCullough 


Construction of Stevensville 
will utilize Ihe modern modular 
construction concept, Mackin 
said. 


Station engineer Noel Moss 


said the building will be divided 
into four areas — public 
relations 
and 
reception, 


b r o a d c a s t 
operations, 


engineering and business of- 
fice. 


Moss added that new con- 


struction concepts will improve 
quality as well as provide 
facilities for future growth. 


Mackin noled that the island 


is a slrategic localion because 
of Ihe proximity of two new 
bridges lhat the State Highway 
department plans to build 
between Ihe Twin Cilies. 


Mackin 
traced 
WSJM's 


expansion program lhat began 
in 
!%(> when WSJM-FM in- 


troduced dual polarization 
stereo 
reception. 
Other 


developments: 
full 
time 


modern country music on 
WSJM-KM, affiliation with the 
NHC network, winning the 
United Presss Press Inter- 


national award for excellence 
in broadcast journalism. 


Mackin also noted WSJM-AM 


is the only AM station in 
Berrien 
county 
.with 


authorization for full time 
broadcasting. 


Today's 
unveiling 
also 


marked another birthday for 
Ihe station. On Dec. 21, 195G, 
WSJM received authorization 
from the FCC to begin program 
tests and operations. 


The St. Joseph station is a 


member of a group of seven 
stations known as 
Midwest 


Family, Inc. Others in the 
group 
are 
at 
Madison, 


LaCrosse, Oshkosh and Beaver 
Dam, Wis.; Rockford, III., and 
Lansing. 


Holiday Mail 
Moves Swiftly 
In Twin Cities 


Despite nn avalanche of holiday mail, (lie Benton 


Harbor and SI. Joseph post offices expect to be generally 
clear of holiday Christmas mail by Saturday. 


Postmasters William H. Miller, Benton Harbor, and 


Robert 
McMullen, St. Joseph, 
commended 
(heir 


respective postal staffs for moving the Christmas mail 
"with dispatch and efficiency despite some terrible 
weather conditions." 


The postmasters also praised public cooperation saying 


the "Mail Early" program paid off as much of the volume 
was posted in accordance with recommended dales. 
Separation of out-of-town mail and increased use of ZIP 
code also were expeditious factors. 


The postal employes will be off Christmas eve and 


Christmas day to spend the holiday weekend with their 
families, Miller and McMullen said. 


MOHK GIFTS FK.OM KKLl. EMPLOYES: A Christmas tradition of many years is 
conlitnted at the Michigan Bell Telephone Co. office in Benton Harbor where employes 
colled dolls to stuff in Santa's pack for children who might otherwise be missed. 
Arranging display arc Doris Stephenson (left) and Marge Hein. Bell girls earlier went 
all-out for Santa Clans when Traffic Department contributed $880 to News-Palladium 
Good Fellow fund in proceeds from annual Christmas bazaar. (Staff photo) 


Camper Sales Business In SJ Township 


Planners Approve Special Use Permit 


St. Joseph Township Planning commission Tuesday night 


volcd to recommend to (he township board a special use 
permit he granted Joseph Mitchell of St. Joseph so he can sell 
campers from his service station at Nilcs road and Lincoln 
avenue. 


The recommendations by Ihc township planning commission 


restricts Io31i the number of camper units lhat can he localed 
on the nearly one acre of ground in back of Ihc station. Other 
restrictions include no customer parking on Niles road. The 
permit will be terminated if Milchell, a captain in Ihc St. 
Joseph Fire department, sells the business. The permit must 
lie renewed each year. The recommendations passed 5-1 with 
Uobcrt DcVrics casting the negative vote. 


Milchell presented petitions containing signatures of GO 


resident!! approving his plans, There was no opposition at the 
public hearing. 


Wanning Commission Chairman Ernest Knauf announced . 


a public information meeting has been scheduled for 7::i() p. 
in., Tuesday, Jan. fl in the township hall. At that lime, Knauf 
said, American Homestead Corp. of Kalama/oo. which seeks 
to build 27(i apartments on 19.!) acres just north of Continental 
Can Co. on thesonlh edge of Shoreham, can present ils plan to 
interested residents. 


Knauf said the meeting would not be a public hearing hut a 


chance for officials of American Homestead to present their 
proposal. Interested residents could a.sk questions. 


Knauf said the public hearing on Ihe project would probably 


IK held Tuesday, Feb. 20. He said a large number of Slioreluiui 
residents have expressed interest in the proposal. 


Knauf also repealed Ihc announcement of public hearings 


scheduled for Jan. VR of requests to permit used auto sales al a 
gas station al 1-94 and Niles road; development of a funeral 
home at Napier avenue at Napier and Fairplain avenues and a 
gas slation on Niles road across from Chickhaven. 


The township planners began discussing subdivision 


regulations and the biggest topic was sidewalks. Charles 
(iarlanger's list of recommendations included burying of 
utility wires, drains lhat would meel drain commissioner 
npjnwul and waler and sewer services Installed. 


Hoyce Leary. one of the new planning commission members, 


asked if omission of sidewalks was intentional. Garlanger 
said cost s of installing walcr and sewer lines now underway in 
Ihe township would postpone for a long (ime any mandatory 
sidewalk insinuation. 


I.eary said he was talking about new subdivisioas and 


argued that developers should consider sidewalks to upgrade 
Ihe property and provide a safe place for children to walk to 
school. 


Garlanger said sidewalks would be reflected in the cost of 


Ihc lots and viewed inclusion of sidewalks In a subdivision 
ordinance as a wedge for their construction throughout the 
township. 
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Clark Chairman 
Sees Good Year 


Schirmer Speaks 
To Perc Club 
At Home Base 


HKRRIK.VS CROWN JEWEL: The Berrien county courthouse sits afop 
the St. Joseph river bluff like a many-faceted crown on Port street, St. 
Joseph. Building was completed and occupied in 1966. (S. Hen-man 
photo) 


Bungling Charged In Camp Grayling Deal 


Uncle Sam May Run Resort 


Hy 
I'ATKIC'K 
CO.VXOI.l.Y 


Associated Press Writer 
LANSING. Mich. 
(At J) — 


The federal government might 
lake over 1,200 acres of Camp 
Grayling 
because 
of 


bureaucralic bungling and 
private 
and 
public 


mismanagement, 
a 
stale 


Senate 
investigation 
has 


disclosed. 


In an entangled saga of state 


law. leases and questionable 
profit-making ventures, the 
Senate Government Efficiency 
Committee heard Tuesday (hat 
L'nele.Satn may end up running 
a "resort like" complex at the; 


National Guard camp. 


Sen. Stanley Kozycki. D-Oe- 


(roil, committee chairman, has 
called for written reports on the 
a f f a i r 
from 
Ihe stale de- 


partments of Military Affairs. 
Administration and (he Attor- 
ney General's 
Office 
wilhin 


three weeks. 


Niles Township 
Recount Affirms 
Sanders' Victory 


HY BHANDON BHOWX 


Staff Writer 


A recount Tuesday in the Nov. 7 Niles township supervisor 


race shows results as reported election night and Republican 
Jerald P. Sanders still (he winner, according to Berrien 
county's clerk. 


Clerk Forrest H. Kesterke reported the recount covered two 


oul of three scheduled precincts and "the vote is exactly as it 
was Ihe night of the election." 


Sanders was part of a Republican "clean sweep" in the 


township, beating four-term Democratic incumbent John H. 
McDonald 2,265 to 2.225. 


The recount of Precinct 1 and Absentee Voter Precinct 1 


tallied exactly with results reported election nighl, Kesterke 
said. 


Kleclion laws Forbade recounting Absentee Voter Precinct 2, 


Keslerke said. 


That precinct's ballot box was locked and scaled but ballots 


inside it weren't wrapped and sealed, lie said. Additionally, the 
county hoard of canvassers' Intal of voles cast was 201 while 
the poll book showed 202. Because of the total vole discrepancy 
(he original tally stood, according to election law provisions 95 
for Sanders. Bli for McDonald. 


Absentee Precinct 1 had a properly sealed box but not 


properly sealed ballots, yet canvassers could recount (hero 
because, their total of votes agreed with the poll book, Kesterke 
said. 


Absentee precinct election workers probably ran short of 


ballot bags for sealing inside ballot boxes, Keslerke said. He 
said be doubled ballots in the two boxes could be tampered 
with and commended election workers in a "damned trying 
election." 


The one-vote variance in totals as ;i( Absentee Precinct 2 


"sometimes happens" through oversight, he added. 


Gift For The Man 


"Who Has Everything 


Anyone want a wax figure of Samuel Johnson for 


Christmas? 


Win Schulcr's restaurant at Stovcnsville has put 


the English lexicographer on Die sale block. 
Manager Pete Racine explained that life-size Dr 
.Johnson as pre-empted from his home in the lobby 
by remodeling. Since then he has been languishing 
in the liquor storage room. 


Price? Racine said that's negotiable, but Dr. 


Johnson cost $:i,000 new. 


Racine explained the remodeling didn't alter the 


character of other parts of the restaurant which 
\ still tell the story of Dr. Johnson's life. 


He also called on the Liquor 


Control Commission to in- 
vestigate circumstances sur- 
rounding a liquor license for a 
lodge nn the state-owned Camp 
Grayling land. 


The 
federal 
government 


might take over (he 1,201) acres 
as payment for a loan made 
several years ago to bail out a 
failing ski resort operation, 
Hoy.ycki said. 


At stake besides Ihe land are 


Ihe futures of "innocent" indi- 
viduals who invested hundreds 
of 
thousands of dollars lo 


launch 
horseback 
riding 


stables, museums, a mobile 
home park and other "con- 
cessions," Kozycki said. 


The legislature in li!i>5 passed 


•A law allowing a group of Gray- 
ling citi/cns to build and oper- 
ate a strictly non-profit recrea- 
tion area on 1,200 acres of'the ' 
camp. N a t i o n a l Guardsmen 
were lo have claim on the area 
lor maneuvers and the public 
coultl use it at other times. 


Hearing testimony disclosed 


(hat Ihe non-profit group, 
<! r a y 1 i n g 
C o ni m u n i t y 


Recreation Area Inc., ran inlo 
financial trouble shortly after 
beginning development. 


One of the leaders of thai' 


group. Louis Slillwagon of 
Grayling, proposed that a prof- 
il-makingmanagement firm be 
formed lo run Ihe resort on a 
profit-making basis, Ho/ycki 
said. 


Stillwagon, a former state Li- 


quor Control Commission in- 
spector, was hired in )9(>8 as 
manager of the profit-making 
corporation, Bear Mountain 
Operating 
and 
Development 


Co., testimony said. 


"Under the pretense of 


public recrealion, Ihe profit- 
in a k i ng 
o r g a n i z a t i o n 


proceeded to f l i m f l a m Hie 
federal government out of $1.1 
million to help (hem," said 
Uozycki. 


About 
$700,000 
in 
federal 


money is unpaid, Kozycki said. 
The remainder was a gran(. 


When Hie operation still 


showed no signs of surviving, 
Slillwagon Iried lo sell i( Oct. 
24, I9l>9, for over $1 million, 
Kozycki quoted federal of- 
ficials as saying. 


A 
second 
profit-making 


group look over in December, 
1969, renamed the operation the 
Hear Mountain Kesort Co., and 
elected Dr. G. Robert Schwarz, 
a former Delroil chiropractor, 
i(s president, Kozycki said. 


Success also eluded the Sc!;-' 


\varz group, which in 1971 sold 
out "at (en cents on (he dollar" 
(o liruee Benson of Grayling, 
former 
Crawford County 


prosecutor, Kozycki said. 


Bensen and bis brother now 


run the lodge, ski slopes, swim- 
ming pool, bar and restaurant, 
and get a cut of profits from 
other concessions on the land, 
said Elliott Smilh, committee 
staff invesligalor. 


A number of "subleases" 


that may be illegal. Hozycki 
said, were granted during Ihe 
project's history to what he 
called "innocenl persons who 
wauled lo make a living up 
there." 


George Austin. :i8, of Gray- 


ling, said he invested $250,000 in 
a :!0-acre mobile home park— 
but the non-profit aspect of the 
1!)55 law appears lo prohibit 
"permanent" mobile homes, 
committee members believe. 


Kozyskisaid (hat in l!)(i!>—(he 


board of Grayling Community 
Recreation Area voted to apply 
for a liquor license at the same 
meeting at which Stillwagon, 
who was slill a liquor control 
enforcement officer, resigned 
from the board. 


The board purchased its li- 


quor license from Dr. William 
Helanger, at (hat lime presi- 
denl of the profit-making Bear 
Mountain 
Operating 
and 


Development Corp., which was 
running Ihe Camp Grayling 
project, Kozycki said. Bclanger 
had a liquor license for an 
establishment in Grayling, 
Kozycki said. 


Meanwhile, state Military 


Board records show (he board 
never voted nn any "sublease" 
concession agreements, said 
committee investigator Smith. 


Col. Leo Cnim, a Military 


Board member, said he wrote a 
memo lo Ijoarcl advisor. Gen. 
Carson R. Neiferl, in Oclober, 
l!l(iR. saying in effect thai the 
mobile home park concession 
agreement was at odds with Ihe 
"non profil" agreement. 


Though the board discussed 


Ihe concession several limes, 
no formal action was lakcn un- 
til last February, after 
Ihe 


stale Auditor General ques- 
lioned Ihe legality of the con- 
cessions, Crum said. 


The board then brought Ihe 


matter lo Ihe attorney gener- 
al's atlenlion, he said. 


HV I.VLKSL'idlCniX 
South Brrricn Bureau 


BUCHANAN — A forecast of 


"excellent" for Clark Equip- 
ment company and the general 
economy in 1973 was made 
yesterday 
by 
Waller 
E. 


Schirmer, chairman of 
Ihe 


hoard and chief executive 
officer 
of the locally based 


international corporation. 


Schirmer told members of 


Buchanan Area Chamber of 
Commerce ljerc club lhat a 
leveling off of growth could be 
cxpecled, but predicled thai 
197:1 would he a better year 
than 11172. 


He said Clark had a S200 


million backlog as this year 
was drawing to a close, with 
sales for the year about $900 
million. 


For next year, he predicled 


sales of more than SI billion, 
highest in the 
company's 


history. 


Schirmer 
said 
Clark's 


domestic market looks good in 
the months ahead, and foreign 
markets are starling lo pick up. 


For Ihe economy in general, 


Ihe board chairman said ef- 
fects of de-escalalion of the war 
in Vietnam had already been 
felt, and would not be a major 
factor in the year ahead. 


Lessening of government 


controls on the economy by 
next fall was predicled, bul not 
until after big labor contract 
settlemenls are marie. 


Schirmer 
(old 
the 


businessmen they could expect 
losee a tougher atlilude by Ihe 
government regarding a n t i - 
Irust aclion, and predicted up 
to a one-half per cent increase 
in Ihe prime interest rate. 


The prosperity of |'J7H also 


will 
be 
accompanied 
by 


corresponding 
increases in 


employment, he added. 


However, he said, one of Ihe 


biggest problems in business 
and industry today will still be 
with us 
next 
year. 
That 


problem, he explained, is 
motivation of employes. 


Schirmer 
noted (hat the 


average worker in the nulo 


industry now earns .$5.30 per 
hour, in addition to 
fringe 


benefits worih another $2 per 
hour. This is 185 per cent of 
what he made 10 years ago. 


As result, he said, workers 


can afford all (heir basic needs 
and have los( the incentive lo 
work. . 


The chief executive noted 


thai absenteeism al the Clark 
planl in Buchanan is as high as 
20 per cent on some Mondays 
and Fridays. However, he 
added, this'is problem is not 


WAl.TKHSClURiMKK 


Forecasts good year 


unique to Clark or to the 
Buchanan 
plant. 
It 
is 


widespread throughout in- 
dustry. 


Milliken Veto 
Of Retirement 
Plan Is Asked 


LANSING. Mich. (API — Self-appointed legislative wal- 


ctulog Jony K. Blakslee asked Gov. William G. Milliken 
Tuesday to veto full retirement benefits for Slate Legislators 
at age 55. a favor lawmakers performed for themselves last 
week. 


"I t h i n k it would be kind of weak of the governor lo just 


ignore it." Blakslee. an Oldsmobile plant employe here, said of 
(he "Hi and Out" retirement plan for lawmakers. It would 
allow them to collect S8.500 each year from the state starling at 
age 55 if they have been in office for 16years. 


The bill dubbed lho "greased pig bill" by its critics — .sailed 


11. rough House and Senate in a single day last week and would 
lover from GO to 55 the age legislators can start drawing (he 
benefits. 


la a letter (o the governor. Blakslee said the legislators 


"hnvc displayed still another example of arrogant contempt 
for voters who put (hem in office." 


Hep. William A. Copeland. R-Wyaiidolte. chairman of the 


House 
Appropriations Committee, 
said 
reducing 
the 


retirement age by five years would eost Ihe stale about S35.0UO 
additional annually. 


Bli'ksleeledan estimated 500 persons lo the capilol last week 


to protest (he trip by legislators to Miami Beach at taxpayers' 
expense. Blakslee and Ihe group of citizens confronted several 
lawmakers in their offices and jammed the galleries at (lie 
capitol the night the Legislature reconvened after the Florida 
trip. 


Blakslee vrolo Ihe governor. "II seems not a tall deniocralic 


that the men we chose to represent us in government should 
wield Ihe powe.-lovole themselves whatever benefits they feel 
they deserve." 


The Slate Of,'icers Compensation Commission recently 


refused (o gran; Legislators a salary increase, but the 
lawmakers have control of decisions regarding Iheir own 
retirement benefits. 
' . 


WHO WOULD WANT TO? :Sign at end of Lions Park drive lower level 
in St. Joseph is intended to discourage motorists, but only a camera buff 
would go prowling along the beach in conditions caused by last 


weekend's storm. And certainly he wouldn't go too near the water. 
(Staff photo by Dick Derrick) 


